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The European Patent

Organisation

European
Patent Office

The executive body

The Office's task is to

grant European patents.

European Patent Organisation

Administrative
Council

The legislative body

Important functions:

» to adopt the budget

» to approve the President’s actions
in implementing the budget

» to amend the Implementing
Regulations and Rules relating
to Fees

The Administrative Council consists of
delegates from the member states.
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Member states

[12.2004)

]

EPO member states

AT Austria, BE Belgium, BG Bulgaria,

CH Switzerand, CY Cyprus, CZ Czech Republic,
DE Germany, DK Denmark, EE Estonia, ES Spain,
Fl Finland, FR France, GB United Kingdom,

GR Greece, HU Hungary, |E Ireland, 15 Iceland,
IT ltaly, LI Liechtenstein, LT Lithuania,

LU Luxembourg, MC Monaco, ML Metherlands,
PL Poland, PT Portugal, RO Romania, SE Sweden,
Sl Slovenia, SK Slovakia, TR Turkey

]

States entitled to join the EPC
NO Norway

=

States which have been invited to join the EPC
LV Latvia, MT Malta

[ ]

States recognising European patents
["EXTension states’)

AL Albania, BA Bosnia-Herzegovina, HR Croatia,
LV Laivia, MK Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia (FYROM), YU Serbia and Montenegro
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.-@)) The EPQO’s Mission

To examine patent
applications

To grant patents

To publish and disseminate
patent information
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What Is a patent?

A patent is a legal title granting its holder
the exclusive right to make use of an
Invention for a limited area and time by
stopping others from, among other
things, making, using or selling it without
authorisation.
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Invention

/ CZ-Patent
Application >“

National procedures
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European procedure (EP)

Invention

Application>

N

European phase National Phase

up to 30
national
patents




International procedure (PCT)

Invention

Application member

states

search and optional
preliminary examination,

no patent grant as such,
entering the regional or national
phase with 30 months delay
after first filing
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Q)) Flllng the application @

Who can
file?

Where to
*‘”““’? = flle

Any natural or legal person, joint
applicants

at EPO premises in Munich, The
Hague and Berlin

at the central industrial property
office or other competent
authorities in that Contracting
State (depending on the national
law)
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Fl I | ng the application d\

For which In countries where the EPC

countries? has entered into force = the
contracting (designating)
states

In which In one of the official

Ianguage? languages (English,

French, German)




-'@)) Flllng the application N

(9

ltemsto Request for grant of a European
file patent

Description of the invention
Claim(s)

| Drawing(s) referred to the
description or the claims

Abstract
Claim to priority
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Fl I | ng the application

Claim to Priority may be claimed for a &

priority

4

European patent application by
a person who in 12 month prior
to the filing of the European
application has filed an
application of a patent or
registration of a utility model in
respect of the same invention in
a state which is party of the
Paris Convention for the
Protection of Industrial Property
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Fl I | ﬂg the application

{9

Requirements concerning the presentation of the
Invention

M Disclosure of the invention

M Unity of invention

W Description:
W indication of technical field of the invention
W background state of the art

M definition of the technical problem and its
solution

M description of the figures
M description of the way to carry out the invention
™ indication of industrial application
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Fl I | ng the application

Requirements concerning the
presentation of the invention

M Claims:

M define the matter of
protection

W usually comprises two
parts, the prior art
portion and
the characterising
portion

W Drawings: must correspond
to description and claims

W Abstract: summary of the
invention for technical
information purposes

A stopper for a battle, comprising:

expandable maans for angagemeant in tha nack
of a bottle;

A dovice recelvable In the expandable means;
and

a limk mowably linking the device to the expand-
able means from a first mode to a second mode
and vice-varsa;

wherein the expandable means is a cylinder
defining a large recess which is tapered, and furthar
delining & small bore below the large recess and in
communication therewith and

wherein the device is a plug comprising a
head, a tapered neck integrally extending down-
ward lrem the head, a lep cavily dalined in the head
and a tapered cavity defined in the tapered neck
and in communication with the top cavity, whereby
lhe laperad neck & received in lha large recess of
the cylinder to press thereagainst whan the stopper
is in the expanded mode;

wharain the first mode of the stopper is whaen
the stopper is contracted and wherein the second
mode of the stopper is when the stopper is expand-
ed.




Online filing

“ Online filing of EP and PCT
applications

“ online filing functionality via
epoline®
“ Fee reduction for online filed

applications as of 1 April 2004
(€125 to €90)




Further detailed
Information via the EPO
website

WWW.EPO0.0rg
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Guide for applicants
— Part 1

Contents
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l. Introduction...............
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April 2004
(10th edition)
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[I.  MNature and purpose of the European Patent

[
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.-@))Search and examination

W 1st step: Examination on filing / Formalities
examination

M 2nd step: Search => Search report

1 [ 3rd step: Substantive examination
— 4NN




EP 1 239175 A1

Europdisches b\ JROPAISCHER RECHERCHENBERICHT Huammar der Anmekderg
Patentamt EP 02 00 3418

EINSCHLAGIGE DOKUMENTE

Kal il “annIschnung Sas D“?-lm"‘bﬂ Mt Angabss, eowsit artongeriich, Batrimm B HLASSIFISATION DER
5 dar mal en Taia Ansprsch ANMELDUNG  {lnlClLT)
X US z 022 095 A (THOMPSON FARL &) 1,2.4 Fl18D23/04
?6. November 1935 (1935-11-26) F16D23/06

= Seite 3, Zeile & - Zeile 55; Abbildung 1
*

¥ Us 2 048 883 A (MURRAY HOWARD J) 1

28. Juli 1936 (1936-07-28)
* Seite 2, Iefle 28 - Zeile 71; Abbildung
1=

A Us 2 515 010 A (KISHLINE FLOYD F) 1

11, Juli 1950 (1960-07-113
* Spalte 3, Feile 18 — fZeile 24; Abbildung
1 =

A WS 3 228 499 A (LUCLEN PERAS) 1

11. Januar 1966 (1966-01-11)
* Spalte 2, Feile 25 - 7eile 47; Abbildung
1 =

RECHIRCHIERATE
SACHEEBIETE {Int.CI.7)

F16D
I
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g MOMCHEN 27. WErz 2002 Foulger, M
e HATEGORIE DER CENANNTE N DOELIMENTE T @ char Erfrmdiang Pug)raads Fisgpiincds The s ook Grondebite
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E ¥ : won besoncerer fledoutung in Werbinc g mit ainer 13 2 in e Aremeidung angetiihrines Doy ment
= anderan WeriTertich ung dersaiben Kamngone L. aus arderen Crlnden engefihies Doowmant
E A 1 eohnoiog soner Himergrund et = s 41 121 o kot £ £ e i o ¢ £ 1 54§ e e s
o0 - rdshischeiF e b (Hanbarung & l[lghc e g F
| P Zwischeriseens e
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D)

Search and examination

Code letters in the search report indicating:

X particularly relevant document which, taken
by itself destroys the novelty or inventive step
of the subject-matter claimed

Y particularly relevant document which, taken
" '?LI"! together with one or more other ,Y*
e [av e

—I—:-—.-ﬁ documents, indicates that the subject-matter
§ == == =% claimed does not involve an inventive step

jrmm

j___:;, | |

A document gives information about the state
of the art




9 Granting

For an invention to be patentable it must be:

® Novel (no prior disclosure or use)
EPC Art. 54

@ Inventive (not obvious to one skilled in the art)
EPC Art. 56

‘I_l~ _| M Industrially applicable
B ENEl EPCAft 57
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9 Fees

Application fee online filing
Application fee Paper filing
Search fee

Designation fee
per country, maximum 7 times

' _ _ | Examination fee
o = Fee for grant
Annual fee 3+4 year

Total up to grant

=& Opposition fee

Fee for appeal

125
690
75

a b dh

€ 1430
€ 715
€ 785
€4270

€ 610
€ 1020




Ind 3 : Cost of a Sample European Patent

07. May 2003
1999 2003 1999-2003
in€ | % of total in€ | % of total % Change
Total Costs 29.800{100 %] 131.100{100 % 4 %

EPO Fees 4300 | 14% 4270 | 14% 1%

_[Fees for Professional Representation before the EPO 5.500 | 18% 6.120 | 20% 1%

[Renewal & Conversion Fees (National Phase) 8.500 | 29% 8910 | 29% 5%

» = ) -

|Fees for Translation in the Contracting States 11.500 | 39% 11.800 | 38% 3%

*English language, 20 pages, 10 (separate) claims, 6500 words, 8 countries, 10-year duration



Q)) Overview of the patent procedure at the EPO

I
Formalities | atter
| 18 months
v Publication,
Search Search Report | |
:4" Info

._max. 6 Months /

after search report

~ Examinatio ){ Reject }

: ' o | Info
Applicant Grant R Patent
EPO : within
\/—
national Phase . 0 months"
- Third o
Parties Translations Opposition

Max. life time: 20 years —_—
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Why patent information

Patents are an important information resource
M Technology transfer aspect:

M More than 80 % of the technical knowledge
In the world can be found in patent literature
— and often nowhere else

M Economic aspect:

W The European Commission estimates, that
20 thousand million Euro per year are spend
on research and development of techiques
which already exist
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9 Why patent information

Advantages of patent documentation
as resource of technical information

& Detalled description of the technology
protected as well as of the state of the
art

& In most cases detailed drawings

& Worldwide similar classification scheme
of technical fields (IPC=International
Patent Classification)

I Accessable by everybody, in many
cases free of charge




.-@)) The EPQO's patent information
products

PATEMT IMGmMmﬁ
JAPAN

FROM




esp@cenet® target:

WTo provide direct access to
patent information

WTo promote patent awareness

R ——

@ To stimulate innovation,
specially in small and
medium enterprises
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esp@cenet® enables users

To search for specific patent numbers

To get an overview of the existing
technologies in a certain field

To get an overview of innovative
activities of their competitors

To monitor new patent applications as
soon as they are published
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esp@cenet® offers 2 search levels:

Level |

National Patent EP publications (EPO)
Publications + WO publications
(WIPO)

- Biblio dataand Abstract
- Description

- Claims

- Mosaics

- Original document

- Search report

- INPADOC legal status

" | COVERAGE The last 24 months The last 24 months I

National Patent

T AVAILABLE - Biblio data
W W - 1st page image

- Description

- Claims

- Drawing

- Search report

! DATA SOURCE Office of the EPC
member states
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esp@cenet® offers 2 search levels:

Level |l

Japanese Patent Worldwide Patent
Publications Documentation

Biblio data and Abstract

- Biblio data | 5 -
- Abstract in English - Description
- Claims

- Mosaics
- Original document
- INPADOC legal status

Mosaics

Original document
Search report
INPADOC legal status

Full data since 1970
Further since 1836

Since 19762 biblio data
Since 1980 drawings

F)

| DATA SOURCE __OD)




9’ access to esp@cenet®

Eurepean Patent Office - Microsoft Internet Explorer

. " Search engines and site
B Al > index

LA " Mews and updates
oS00 " Boards of Appeal

Zaal...
&Eu. ..

&ICI...
&M

Hstart]| | 1) & o B = 5 W @

Official Journal EPO 052005 is now available = more
Jobs —30.5.2005

The EPQ job section has been updated with a new vacancy in Munich = mare
Official Tenders — 27.5.2005

Public Invitation to Tender relating to the provision of oft site indexing and scanning services = more
DG3 decisions — 25.5.2005

The EPO Boards of Appeal decisions database has been updated = more
Johs — 24 52005

The EPQ job section has been updated with a new vacancy in Munich = mare
DG3 decisions — 23.5.2005

The EPO Boards of Appeal decisions databasze has been updated = Tare
Jobhs — 23.5.2005

The EPO job section has been updated with 2 new vacancies in The Hague = more
Official Tenders — 20.5.2005

Call for Expressions of Interest for Surveys, Studies and Consultancy Services in the Field of
Economics, Forecasting, Organisation and Strategy = more
Far East — 20.5.2005

Mew content added on "FAQ Far East” - find more information on patent trends, granting procedures,
document types and number formats in China and Korea = more
Jobs — 20.5.2005

The EPQ job section has been updated with 4 new vacancies in The Hague = mare
Jobs — 20.5.2005

The EPO job section has been updated with 2 new vacancies in Munich = Tare
Events — 19.5.2005

The EPO organises a "Tag der offenen Tar" in Munich on 11 June 2005 = more
Jobs — 19.5.2005

The EPQ job section has been updated with 2 new vacancies in Munich more
EPO official information — 19.5.2005

Public discussion on SMEs, software, copyright and patents

= Mews Archive

= Top ofpage
& Print version

Last Update: 21 hay, 2005, 9:30 am
European Patent Office

= Disclaimer

|| @ Heidrun kre...| B) Orrestelyp...| e SAP Logon .| B1HKseminar... | BPatent Prot.. | B]HK IP work... |[E]European ... || My Computer =

11. Juni 20085
= "Tay der offenen Tar" in
hunich

= EPO Information Day at the
European Parliarment

= EPO patent exarminet posts

Patents — P o

knowledge for everyone
= Patert information website

EPO microsites
= Legislative Initiatives in
European Patent Law

® European Patent Academy
= PATLIE 2005

= EFO Annual Report 2003

= EPAr

= Mastering the Workload

International relations

= International relations at the
EFO

= Africa & Middle-East

= CARDS Regional IPR
Frogramime

= Central and Eastern
European Countries

=ECAPR I
= IPR in the Ukraine

= Symposium on Effective
Enforcement of Intellectual
FProperty Rights in Turkey

=

= Electronic communication
and transaction during the

= Search 50 million patent
documents anling

Use

= Litigation of European
patents

= Jobs & careers at the EPO

= Links to IP-related sites

= Schedule of fees, costs and
prices

= General Conditions for the
delivery of ERO information
products

= European gualifying
exarmination

J File Edit wvorites  Tools  Help

| «Back v = -~ @ 24 | @search |@Favorites Dveda BB~ S »l ~ 5 &

J Address I@ http: / fwwew european-patent-office .orgindex.en.php j P Go
Favor % 4[ _ Products Official Journal - 31.5.2005 Tag der OTSABGETHR =l

GROHEATR 1121



9  access to esp@cenet®

Portal - Microsoft Internet Explorer

JEiIe Edit ‘iew Favorites Tools Help

| #=Back v = v @ [ & QSearch EHFavorites PMeda F| B S W ~
J Address |@ hittp:/ Awww espacenet.com/

esp@cenet Portal =
.@) es enet

Contact |

S D
US I
Aovess ep@cenct Welcome to esp@cenet
Choose your espibeenst 5
gateway Europe’s network of -
o .
BS— patent databases
An introduction to the : . 9
Jatahase of ideas Welcome to the espicenet information centre. & FEliEea BeEn: G
Infarmation resources ESp@CEI‘.'Ef |5 a fI’EE Intemet SEN":E fl’Dm thE EUerEan -
Patent Organisation. Use it to search 45 million patent @
Collection of useful documents. a— .
articles on espeenet g{r:jlgwggemces Il
To use espificenst, click on the "Access espiDeens!” link Register-research and
esp@cenet orum in the left-hand column of this page. public online file
Users help users to use inspection
espideenet Alternatively, you can use the forum to exchange views

with other users or make use of the information links for
reading more about espi@eenst.

Your gateway can be the EPOQ, the European
Commission, or any national patent office : to make your
choice, click here,

N KN

/&]Done s [ internet




esp@cenet® access to Level |l —

worldwide database

ortal - Microsoft Internet Explorer

J File Edit “ew Favorites Tools Help
| “Back v = ~ @ 4 A& | QSearch GFavorites @Meda |2~ S M ~
JAddrESS |@ hittp: /e espacenet.com/access/index.en.htm j 5o

‘PD) esp@cenet Portal =

Contact | Deutsch English Fran

I
US D46 =
Access eap@eenet Welcome to esp@cenet
Choose your esp@oenef s
gateway Europe’s network of
seting e patent databases |
An introduction to the 9
\ Your gateway can be the EPO, the European - .
IRl b Commission, or any national patent office : to make your EUIEIEET) (PELES Sl
. choice, use one of the following links:
Inforrmation resources -
. epogliin
Collection of useful Access espdlicenet via the EFO at G T
articles on espigee http://ep.espacenet.com/ experts:
i English, French and German language it Register-research and
RGP i public online file
inspection
- helprusers U access esp@cenet via the European Commission at 5
esp@oene http://ec.espacenet.com/
English, French and German language suppart
Access esp@lcenet via the hational offices of the
member states (including 'invited states)
Country URL Language
supported
|Austria Ihitp://at espacenet.com/ |German
[Belgium Intto:#he espacenet.com/ [French =l

| |7|7|7|. Internet Y
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esp@cenet® Example

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

A esp@cenet Advanced Search - Microsoft Internet Explorer

| ®Back v 9 v Q[ & | Qseach Hravortes Meda 3| D I W~ 2
J Address |@ hittp:ffep.espacenet comysearchd7eqifsd7is di?Action=Formienf Template=ep/en/advanced hts

j #G0

Last Result;
Wy patents list .

Classification Search

Help
Quick Help

3 Howe many terms can | enter
pe fiell?

% Can | search with a
combination of words?

3 Can | use truncation or
wildcards?

3 Wihiat are publication,
application and priarty
rmbers?

3 Hovwe dlon | erter publication,
application and priority
numbers?

3 Wit is the difference
hetween the FC and the
ECLA?

3 Can | erter 2 date range?

3 Howie can | find ot vhich is
the mozt recent documert
available for & given courtry?

S

Selact the database inwhich you wish to search:

Select patent database:  |Warldwide -

2. Enter search terms

Enter keywords in English

Keyword(s) in title: I

Keyword(s) in title or

abstract: |\nﬂatab\e seat helt

Publication number: |

Application number: I

Priority number: I

Publication date:

—

Applicant: |

Inventor: I

European Classification

(ECLA): I

International Patent

Classification {IPC): IBﬁﬂREI/IB

SEARCH CLEAR

plastic AND hicycle
hair

WO03075629

DE 19971031696

W019950515925
yyyymmdd

[nstitut Pasteur
Smith
BO1C3/01

HO3M1/12

|_r| |' Internet

[ |
/

Search with the international patent classification and keywords
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esp@cenet® Example

File Edit View Favarites Tools Help

sp@cenet results view - Microsoft Internet Explorer

“Bak v = v @ [ 4| Qsearch GFavorites PMeda 3| 2D~ S W~ 5

|
J
J

Address |@ http:/fv3 espacenet.com;resuits?sf=aRCY =epfl G=enRDB=EPODOCATI=&AB=inflatable+seat+beltiPN=RAP=APR=RFD=RPA= j PGo

Haome | Contas

European
Patent Office

English  Deutsch

exg@ienet

Quick Search
Advanced Search

Mumber Search

Last Resuli
My patents st n

Classification Search

Help

‘I_Compact | Print

previous 34567 next |

RESULT LIST

Approximately 70 results found in the Worldwide database for:
"b60r21/18" as the IPC classification AND "“inflatable AND seat
AND belt" in the title or abstract

{Results are sorted by date of upload in database)

m LAP MOUNTED INFLATABLE BAG AND METHOD OF USE

Inventor: LEWIS DONALD J
EC: BEORZ1/01F; BAORZ1/18

Bublicatinn infn: WO9944865 - 1009-00- 11

prirt the background co’

Quick Help

3 Wy is the number of resutts
sometimes “approvimste"?

B Wy do | sometimes refrieve
fewver resutts than with the old
espi@cenetEr

3 Wby oo | sometimes get
resuts marked "no title
founc"?

3 Wy ghould Hick the "in my
patents list" hox?

3 Howe do | get my broweser to

n tO[Zlh

Refine search

in my patents list [~

Applicant: UNIVERSAL PROPULSION CO (US)
IPC: BAORZ1/16 ;) BAORZ21/32 : (+1)

INFLATABLE TUBULAR TORSO RESTRAINT SYSTEM

in my patents list [~

Inventor: ROMEO DAYID 1 {US); YAMIY GERSHOM Applicant: SIMULA INC {US)

us); (+2)
EC: IPC: BAORZ1/18
Publication info: CA2259317 - 1993-01-08

FE] Air belt device
Inventor: TAKEUCI HIROYUKI (1P)
EC: BBORZ1/18
Publication info: EPO0901942 - 1999-03-17
m Lap mounted inflatable bag and method of use
Inventor: LEWIS DOMALD J {US)

EC: BEORZ1/18: BEORZZ/14
Publication info: US5871230 - 1999-02-16

IPC: BBOR21/18

IPC: BBOR21/18

in my patents list [~

Applicant: TAKATA CORP (IP)

in my patents list [~

Applicant: UNIYERSAL PROPULSION CO (US)

|_|_r|. Internet

S| K

Selection of patent




esp@cenet® Example

2 esp@cenet document view - Microsoft Internet Explorer

JEiIe Edit View Favorites Tools Help |

| ®Back ¥ = ~ @ [ 4| QSearch CFavorites TMeda B | B S W ~

| Address @) http://v3.espacenet com/textroc? DB =EPODOCAIDK=CA2259317 ~| @co
Click Search ||_ In rny patents list | Print Return to result list | Previous in result list 42/70 Next in results| ;I
Advanced Search INFLATABLE TUBULAR TORSO RESTRAINT SYSTEM
Mumber Search
Bibliographic - ] INFADOC
Last Resiite ; i Description  Claims LEGAL status

My patents list E

Classification Search Patent number: CA2258317 Alzo pub '
Publication date:  1903-01-08 T WOoOs00314 (A1)

Help Inventor: ROMEC DAVID J (US): YANIY GERSHON (US): i G
Quick Help BARK LINDLEY W (US); HARDTMANN DIRK J (Us) T} EP0907528 (A4)
3 Wiy are some tabs Applicant: SIMULA [MNC (US;I

deactivated for certain Classification:
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Beheermaatschappij De Boer Nijmegen B.V.

DECISION TO GRANT A EUROPEAN PATENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 97(2) EPC

Following examination of European patent application No. 99203729.1

a European patent with the title and the supporting documents indi-
cated in the communication pursuant te Rule 51(4) EPC dated 23.04.02

is hereby granted in respect of the designated Contracting States.

Any modifications which were subsequently requested have been approved
by the Examining Division. Any corrections requested by the applicant

a fter receipt of the communication under Rule 51(6) and received at
the EPO on 00.00.00 have been taken into account.

Patent No.

Date of filing

Priority claimed

Designated Contracting States
and Proprietor(s)

: 1000000
: 08.11.99
: 12.11.98/NL 1010536

: AT-BE-CH-CY-DE-DK-ES-FI-FR-GB-GR-IE-IT-
LI-LU-MC-NL-PT-SE
Beheermaatschappij De Boer Nijmegen B.V.
Koopvaardi jweg 2
6541 BS Nijmegen/NL

This decision will take effect on the date on which the European

Patent Bulletin mentions the grant (Art. 97(4) and (5) EPC).

The mention of the grant will be published in European Patent
Bulletin 03/07 of 12.02.03.

Examining Division
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Thank you for your attention
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